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● Passionate about building data tools!

● Started Apache Airflow at Airbnb in 2014

● Started Apache Superset at Airbnb in 2015

● Started Preset - The Apache Superset company in 2019



● How did we get here!? 

● The ASK-AI first reflex

● Use cases

○ Data-related workflows (data eng, data analysis, …)

○ Programming

○ Founder / information worker-related

○ Open source maintainer

● Gripes

● What’s next!?

AI Reality Checkpoint: The Good, the Bad, and the Overhyped
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The Perfect Storm -  How Generative AI Took Off

● Advances in Neural Network Topologies

● The Internet as a Massive Public Dataset

● Compute Power Explosion & Big Data

● The Transformer Architecture (2017)

● Unsupervised Learning Breakthroughs

● The "Next Word" Eureka Moment
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… open source as a leader right out of the gate …
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As a Data Practitioner
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As a Data Practitioner

 
- AI assist - SQL authoring

- Scripting acceleration

- As an advisor on approach

- Suggesting code snippet

- Ideating / advising on KPIs, industry 
standards

- Abstract modeling questions

-  Anything that requires deep or wide 
context

-  the “Analyst Agent” idea

- RAG - making progress…

- Code Interpreter (hit or miss)

- Anything that requires executive 
skills

Good Bad Overhyped
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Example: authoring SQL with AI assist in Preset.io
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Example:  Cloning table structures into another schema 
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Example: Assisted me in writing “entity-centric data modeling” blog 
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As a Software Engineer
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As a Software Engineer

-  Autocomplete! GH copilot & 
Codeium plugins

- Functional programming (over 
object orient)

- Refactoring! js -> ts, type hints, 
migrations

- Unit tests generation

- Jinja templates for prompts

- Naming things

-  Anything that requires deep or wide 
context

- API usage - lots of hallucinations - 
unpredictable

- OOP - inheritance

-  the “Programmer Agent” idea

- Anything that requires executive 
skills

Good Bad Overhyped



Wrote 80%+ of the README and code for Promptimize
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As a Startup Founder
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As a Startup Founder

-  Product marketing

- Judgment-free thought partner / 
advisor

- Content generation

- Comms / advice

- Legal / advice

-  Running your company - Anything that requires executive 
skills

- Staffing - AI won’t replace 80% of 
your opex, at least not just yet

Good Bad Overhyped
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Example:  
Crafting a 
customer email 



19

As an Open Source Maintainer / GitHub User
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As an Open Source Maintainer

Good

-  Bots

Bad

-  Bots

Overhyped

-  Bots
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Example: 
Sensitive / thoughtful 
community comms
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Intricate issue

Intricate answer

Success!

Dosu AI (dosu.dev)
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Kapa.ai + RunLLM
(as featured on our Slack’s #ask-ai)

Here:
- 2 bots offer different answers
- Long conversations ensues



24

Kapa.ai - i18n!
(as featured on our Slack’s #ask-ai)
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Dosu
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● Is GPT getting stupider over the 4-o cycle?

● GPT is incredibly verbose - STFU!

● AI always one-shots the answer, never asks for clarification

● Hallucination - guesses how APIs should work

● Don’t answer from weights, search the damn web!

Gripes!
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● This is still the first inning - this talk is already obsolete!

● Intelligence / computation / energy limits? No problem.

● RAG/integration implementation are promising but clunky

● Trust still an issue - work needs expert validation

● Great for creative workflows and ideation - be careful where correctness matters

● Highly encourage people to develop their “first reflex”

Wrapping up with some related thoughts
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